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A former state representative is urging 
the University of Texas System board of 
regents to keep “Pan American” in the 
name of the new university.
Roberto Gutierrez, who served as 
House District 41 state representative 
from 1991 to 2005, was among those 
present when UT System Chancellor 
Francisco Cigarroa visited the UT-Pan 
American campus in Edinburg Oct. 24. It 
Ex-lawmaker: Keep ‘Pan Am’ in new school name
By Cleiri Quezada
COLLEGIAN EDITOR
was during that event that he suggested 
keeping the Pan Am name. 
But some students 
and faculty at both 
universities don’t 
think it’s the best 
option.
“Leave good things 
as they are, as far as the 
name is concerned,” 
Gutiérrez told The Collegian in an 
interview via telephone last Thursday.
The former state representative 
graduated with a bachelor’s degree in 
social science and a master’s in guidance 
and counseling 
in 1973 from Pan 
American University, 
which later became 
the University of 
Texas-Pan American. 
He believes that 
whoever chose the 
name “Pan American” foresaw that in 
the future, the Rio Grande Valley was 
going to become a metropolitan area.
“We’re almost there, as far as Hidalgo 
County is concerned,” Gutíerrez said. 
“McAllen already ties to La Joya and 
Mission and McAllen and Pharr and San 
Juan and on and on and on.”
UT-Brownsville Communication 
Professor William Strong disagrees with 
the suggestion of “Pan American” being 
included as a possible name for the new 
university.
 “I think it’s a bad idea because we are 
supposed to be starting an entirely new 
‘Hot patootie, bless my soul! 
I really love that rock ‘n’ roll!’
 “I think it’s a bad idea because 
we are supposed to be starting 
an entirely new entity.”
--William Strong
UTB Communication Professor
 Due to previous low turnout, there will 
be no voting site on the UT-Brownsville 
campus for Tuesday’s state Constitutional 
Amendment Election, officials say. 
“There is not a UTB site for that day,” 
Cameron County Election Administrator 
Chris Davis told The Collegian Friday 
morning. “The essential reason why there 
aren’t any more early voting sites, say in 
Brownsville, including on campus, either 
TSC or UTB, is because cost, personnel 
and low turnout. When we decide where 
to staff poll or polling locations, we try to 
go where it’s convenient for the voter and 
where there’s a lot of foot traffic. There 
are areas in the county where voting is 
historically heavier.” 
Davis said in a typical poll site, there 
are four to six poll workers who get paid 
$8 to 9 an hour for 8 to 12 hours.
 “You can see the math start to add up,” 
he said. “Because of budget and our funds 
are limited, we’re tasked with trying to 
use them as efficiently as possible.”
During Brownsville City Commission 
elections last May, UT-Brownsville had 
a polling site that had low voter turnout, 
Davis said. 
“For whatever reason, [students] were 
not voting,” he said. 
Low voter turnout for the constitutional 
amendment election could be caused by 
the fact that there are no people involved. 
“It’s a challenge when it’s not people 
running for places,” Davis said. Some 
people think the language is deep and 
tough to understand. 
He has been working with the Center 
‘Slipped through 
the cracks’





for Civic Engagement to improve voter 
turnout. 
“My ongoing conversations with 
the Center for Civic Engagement and 
cooperating and working with them is 
to make sure that most of or all of these 
students are registered, and to get them 
to start caring about these elections,” he 
said. 
Asked why UT-Brownsville did not 
host an early voting site, Provost Alan 
Artibise replied: “I have no idea why it 
slipped through the cracks. I just don’t 
know the answer to that.”
Although he is not working personally 
with Davis or Center for Civic Engagement 
Coordinator Estela Martinez, Artibise 
said he is working with Ethel Cantu, 
See VOTE, Page 7
Actors and actresses ran up and down 
the aisles last Thursday night as the 
rock’n’roll-infused “Rocky Horror Show” 
was presented in UT-Brownsville’s Gran 
Salón. 
The raunchy play got the crowd 
involved, which escalated the fun as the 
story of Brad Majors (Esteban Escobar) 
and Janet Weiss (Nancy Singlaterry) 
was told. 
The engaged couple’s world is turned 
upside down as they are stranded in the 
rain and forced to endure the elements 
to seek help. To their misfortune, they 
stumble onto a castle in the middle of 
nowhere. They regretfully ring the bell 
only to be greeted by Riff-Raff (Mathew 
Rock).
Once inside, Brad and Janet discover 




the house is inhabited by crazed dancing 
Transylvanians. They are then greeted 
by Dr. Frank-n-Furter (Mikal Andreu), 
dressed in drag, and are stripped to their 
undies. That’s when this story takes a 
bizarre turn. 
Dr. Frank-n-Furter takes hold of the 
stage with his great performance. He then 
allows the couple to stay in his castle as his 
guests and enjoys the couple’s company 
so much, he honors them by showing 
them his latest scientific discovery. 
With the hitting of some switches, out 
comes Dr. Frank-n-Furter’s monstrous 
muscular creation, Rocky (Kendrick 
Brown) into the world. 
That’s when the story turns for the 
worse as Eddie (Frank Orozco) gets 
knifed by the mad doctor. This frightens 
the young couple and they spend the 
night in the castle in fear. Brad and 
Nancy sleep separately and both get 
See ROCKY, Page 13
Martha Ortiz/Collegian
Dr. Frank-N-Furter, played by Mikal Andreu, performs along with his Transylvanian 
servants during Thursday night’s presentation of “The Rocky Horror Show” in the 
Student Union’s Gran Salón. 
CHECK OUT WHAT 
ALL THE ‘HAVOC’ 
WAS ABOUT PAGE 10
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Major: Spanish translation and 
interpretation
Classification: Graduate student
Hometown: Coatzacoalcos, Veracruz, 
Mexico 
Please tell me about your experience 
in the Study Abroad program in 
Barcelona, Spain, last semester. “It 
was an awesome experience. I learned a 
lot about different cultures, not only about 
the culture in Spain, but cultures about 
different students from around the world. 
So, you don’t only learn about the classes 
that you go to take in the university, but 
you also learn about cultures in Europe. ”
What was the purpose of the 
courses? “I was taking four classes over 
there. One class was interpreting class; 
it was a bilingual interpreting class and 
the other one was literal translation. All 
the professors they knew what they are 
talking about and I learned a lot from 
them. Mostly, all the classes were in 
Spanish. Obviously, the interpreting class 
was not only in Spanish [but] sometimes 
[the professor] was talking in Catalán 
because in Barcelona they speak Catalán. 
So, sometimes he was talking in Catalán. 
At the beginning, it was kind of difficult 
to understand him, but at the end of the 
semester, it was pretty easy, even though I 
wasn’t able to answer in Catalán.” 
How did this program further your 
education? “I was taking classes that I 
hadn’t taken before, so it helped me to 
interpret. The professor … even works 
for the United Nation so he gave me great 
advice and I actually improved during the 
semester, like how to interpret in English 
or Spanish.”
What are your career goals? “I like 
helping people, and I like the medical 
[field] like [the] terminology. I can help 
in the hospital when they don’t know 
how to speak English. I can help them 
to understand what the doctor is telling 
them, like for their [own] health [in 
order] to get better, in case they are sick 
or [a] family member is sick. I would like 
to help them.” 
What advice would you give to 
students who haven’t studied 
abroad? “I would tell them to go either 
one month or one semester. It really 
helps them to understand different 
cultures, and they open up to different 
kinds of people. They learn more. 
They learn how to express themselves. 
Traveling is always opening doors for 
you. So, I really encourage students to 
travel around.” 
Why is education important to you? 
“If we want to become better people [or 
have] a better community, I think first 
we need to get education. If we don’t get 
education, we will be in the same place. 
If we read [and] we go to school, we learn 
and we become better people and we are 
able to help people.”
     
--Compiled by Brenda Lopez
--Photo by Martha Ortiz
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Two students from the Republic of 
Kazakhstan are conducting nanoscience 
research at UT-Brownsville for the 
semester.  
 Askar Kassymov, a technical physics 
graduate student, and Almaz Saukhimov, 
a nanotechnology graduate student, both 
from the Kazakh National Technical 
University in Almaty, are conducting 
their research in the lab of Karen 
Martirosyan, an associate professor in 
the Physics and Astronomy Department.
Martirosyan said that nanoscience 
is the study of “how to manipulate, in 
another level, the atoms of matter and 
how to bring these atoms together to 
make some useful products.” 
The students are conducting research 
in the field of combustion synthesis.
“It’s a self-propagating, high-
temperature synthesis,” Kassymov said. 
“During that combustion we have noticed 
… there are some electric field generators 
and in the first stage of combustion we 
have registered this electric signal. … We 
want to understand the nature of this 
signal to find some dependence of these 
signal benefactors.”
Kassymov said that he chose to 
pursue a degree in physics because it is a 
fundamental science. 
“If you are a physicist, you can do 
anything,” he said. “It’s basic science in 
all the fields.” 
Asked what brought him to UTB, 
Kassymov replied that they knew 
graduate students that have studied at 
Kazakhstan students visit UTB
Students conduct combustion synthesis investigation in nanoscience lab
Almaz Saukhimov (left) Askar Kassymov, graduate students from Kazakh National Technical 
University in Almati, Kazakhstan, are conducting research in technical physics and nanoscience 





“They told [us] that if your topic has 
some connection to the [self-propagating, 
high-temperature synthesis], we can 
come here because here they have good 
equipment to conduct research,” he said.
Both students come from Almaty, 
which is the cultural center of Kazakhstan, 
according to Kassymov. 
The city is the biggest in the country and 
it was previously the capital. Kazakhstan 
is located in Central Asia and borders 
Russia, China, Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan, 
and Turkmenistan. It was once part of 
the Soviet Union. 
Kassymov said Brownsville is a 
beautiful place and the university has a 
beautiful campus.  
“It’s not a very big city, but it’s a very 
beautiful place, very beautiful campus,” 
he said. “The main thing [are] the people 
here, their scientific minds can help you, 
assist you in your research,” he said. 
Saukhimov said that Brownsville is a 
secure city.
“In America [there is] very good 
security, there is very good security in 
Brownsville,” he said.
This is the first time Kassymov and 
Saukhimov have been in the United 
States.
Kassymov said the main difference 
between their university and UTB is the 
campus.
“In our university, we have very high 
buildings, three or four high buildings 
and the university is very crowded,” he 
said. “Here, the university is spread out 
… two-floor buildings, and you don’t feel 
that crowded.”
Asked what his plans are after 
graduation, Saukhimov said that he 
plans to teach.
“Work, because I am [a] teacher, work 
and teach undergraduate students at my 
university,” he said.
Kassymov said he would like to work 
in a scientific institution and would also 
like to teach.
“… To share [the] knowledge we have 
already taken,” Kassymov said. “To share 
information because it’s very important.”
Martirosyan said he discovered both 
students in Kazakhstan when he was 
invited to the country to give lectures.
He said the university is establishing 
a double degree program at the master’s 
level with KazNTU.
“This program will be where 
Kazakhstan students will come to our 
physics program and spend one year to 
obtain a [master’s of science] degree in 
physics,” he said.
As of now, there are no plans to 
send UTB students to Kazakhstan, 
Martirosyan said.
The food-filled holidays are fast 
approaching, and many students on the 
UT-Brownsville campus are wondering 
what they can do to stay fit during this 
indulgent time. 
It takes a little time and dedication to 
stay fit, and with the holidays looming, 
staying healthy can be difficult. 
Maureen Green, a nurse practitioner 
in the UT-Brownsville Student Health 
Services Department, said staying fit 
takes a little dedication and effort. With a 
busy class schedule and life, you can still 
eat healthy in any environment.
“It’s like everybody else in this world, 
especially in the United States, we have 
to make choices,” Green said. “We can 
go for the fast food or we can go for the 
healthier food.”
You can go to a fast-food restaurant 
and still eat healthy. McDonald’s and 
most of those places have the calorie 
count of each menu item posted. 
“You have to be aware of what you’re 
eating, the calories you’re taking in, 
the fat content and things like that,” 
Green said. “So, for example, you’re 
running really late and you’ve got to grab 
something before your class and you go 
to McDonald’s and you want to choose 
something healthy. The unbreaded 
chicken breast is better than the breaded 
chicken breast; you’re going to have less 
fat. You don’t want to put the mayonnaise 
College 101: First in a series
Don’t let the temptation win




Junior psychology major Megan Galvan takes time off from studying to work out at the University 
Recreation Center, located in the Casa Bella student housing complex.
on, that’s fat. You want to try and choose 
a whole-wheat bun, that’s healthier. You 
skip the Coke and you don’t get the fries, 
and you get a fruit. Right there, you still 
have a relatively good meal.”
Green also said that keeping healthy 
snacks in your backpack prevents 
those unnecessary trips to the vending 
machine, which can get pricey and also 
add to your caloric intake.
And, don’t forget to exercise.
“Whenever I don’t have time to 
work out, it’s because I’m studying,” 
said Vanessa Minelly Gracia, a junior 
psychology major. “I usually do it 
probably like 5 in the morning to go for 
a jog and then I will go back to study. 
Actually working out, it helps you a 
lot to focus in your studies because it 
actually wakes you up and releases some 
endorphins.”
Gracia takes her workouts seriously 
and considers fitness a lifestyle choice.
“Working out has become a habit to me 
that it’s always important for my body,” 
she said. “Like my body just naturally 
asks for the workout, so like whenever I 
don’t work out, I kind of feel stingy, in a 
way.”
Asked how often she works out, Gracia 
replied: “Every day. It’s very addicting 
to work out, once you get the hang of it, 
once you’re fit.”
She particularly likes cardio exercises 
such as swimming, dancing, running and 
riding a bike. 
Gracia likes to work out in the Texas 
Southmost College Recreation Center. 
Although UT-Brownsville and TSC 
ended their partnership, UTB students 
still have access to the facility. 
Junior biology major Abel Gutierrez 
also likes to work out at the Recreation 
Center.
“My favorite workouts are military 
presses, bench presses and bicep curls,” 
Gutierrez said. “I try to go at least four 
times a week.”
Gutierrez said he works out for health 
benefits and doesn’t like being out of 
shape and feeling weak. 
“Just anytime I have free time, I like 
to go to the Rec,” Gutierrez said. “I have 
weights at my house, too, so maybe I’ll do 
some of those if I don’t have time. And 
I try to keep my schedule open so that I 
can have time to work out.”
UTB students can also work out at 
University Recreation, located in the 
Casa Bella student housing complex. Any 
See FITNESS, Page 12




The story, “Living with a disability” [The Collegian, Oct. 28], truly touched and moved 
me. Few students recognize the struggles and issues that students with a disability go 
through each day. Yet, their efforts and resilience shines through their success. 
Most students take for granted how easy most things come to us, such simple tasks 
that make getting an education possible. Too often than not, we forget what it means 
to be grateful for the blessings we have. It amazes me that some students who seem to 
“have it all” aren’t even aware of what it is they have.
Sometimes it takes not having something to be grateful for what you do have. These 
students who have some disability or another are not letting that get in the way of their 
education and success. It is an inspiration to see such students who have a number of 
odds against them using those odds to motivate them and keep them determined in 
fulfilling their goals. We should all strive to be like them and use the odds against us as 
a factor that pushes us even harder toward our goals.
Even though some of us have the ability to simply pick up a book and read it, we 
hardly feel motivated to do so. To me, the students featured in your story, “Living with 
a disability,” seem more able to me than most students I come in contact with. These 
students should be recognized as true heroes. They remind me of the characters often 
portrayed in movies to have odds working against them, yet despite these odds they 
succeed beautifully. After the movie, the audience marvels at their success as a factor of 
their determination and perseverance.
These students might live with a “disability,” but that doesn’t make them any less able 
to achieve greatness. Go Ocelots!
 
Deidre Chaisson
Senior communication major 
LETTER TO THE EDITOR
April 3, 2013, 
is a day that I will 
never forget. What 
started off as an 
exciting weekend 
ended up in tears. 
On that day I 
went to the Texas 
I n t e r c o l l e g i a t e 
Press Association 
Convention, aka 
TIPA, in Fort Worth with my co-workers 
for three days and three nights.
I had been looking forward to that 
weekend for the longest time and in my 
mind I thought nothing would go wrong. 
All of us were exploring the city, going out 
to dinner and just having fun competing 
in journalism contests. 
I came back home Sunday morning 
and when I woke up my mom was there 
standing at the door with a sad look on 
her face. She came to my bed and told 
me the worst news I could ever hear. I’ll 
never forget the words she told me, “Tío 
Beno died the day you left to Fort Worth.”
I just sat there on my bed thinking, 
“This must be a nightmare.” My mom 
told me he had had a heart attack and 
died as the ambulance was rushing him 
to the hospital. 
I cried for hours. While I was in Fort 
Worth, my family had a funeral for him 
and I wasn’t there. I wasn’t there to say 
goodbye. 
During my trip, I talked to my dad and 
older brother and I thought everything 
was OK because they both seemed 
happy. They were just hiding it from me 
so I wouldn’t have a bad time. 
Yesterday, was seven months without 
my uncle. He was a big part of my 
childhood and now that he’s gone, I 
really haven’t been the same.
When I was a kid, my dad wouldn’t 
be home a lot so my uncle was someone 
that I looked up to as a second father. 
He was always so kind to me and always 
motivated me to do my best in everything. 
I remember he told me that he wanted to 
be there at my college graduation getting 
my degree and now that will never 
happen.
Tío Beno was a good man with a really 
big heart. One thing that gave me comfort 
was that my mom told me when he died, 
he had a smile on his face. 
I’d like to think that he’s up there in 
Heaven watching over me and the rest 
of our family. Even though he can’t sit in 






--Compiled by Brenda Lopez
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What types of 
food would you 
like to see 
on campus?
 “Pues, como 
[la comida] 
i t a l i a n a , 
china y 
j a p o n e s a . 
D i f e r e n t e s 
variedades 





Estudiante de criminología 
de segundo año 
Eduardo Fernandez 
TSC computer information systems sophomore
“I would like to see a 
healthy restaurant 
nearby because right 




or Pizza Hut. It’s 
going to be better 
for the freshman [to 
avoid] the freshmen 




 “I would like to see some healthy options. 
I know Frutties and Veggies [Juice Bar] 
opened up a stand near Price [Road], and 
I know they are looking to expand their 
business. So, I’d like to see something like 
that. Something students could afford.”
Jorge Esquivel
UTB biomedicine freshman
“I would like Chick-fil-A 
because I really like 
chicken and I really like 
the burgers that they 
have there. I would really 
like to see a Chick-fil-A 
because I know [here] 
they serve pizza, different 
kinds of food, but my 
preference is I really want 
a Chick-fil-A.”
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The Collegian is the 
multimedia student 
newspaper serving the 
University of Texas at 
Brownsville. The newspaper is 
widely distributed on 
campus and is an award-winning 
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9:14 a.m.: A staff member reported receiving harassing phone 
calls. The staff member said that at 1 p.m. Oct. 16, she received a 
call from someone who asked to speak to someone who is not an 
employee of her department. The staff member told the person 
he had the wrong number and ended the conversation. Later, 
the same person called three times and started asking the staff 
member personal questions and told her he liked the sound of her 
voice. At the end of the day, the man called again and demanded 
to know where the staff member was. Every time the man calls, 
a different phone number is registered in the caller ID. The staff 
member feels harassed and is concerned. An officer informed the 
staff member that a report would be made and follow-up on the 
harassing calls would be conducted. 
Oct.22
8:21 a.m.: An officer was dispatched to the Physical Plant after 
a staff member reported having a severe headache, was shaking 
and feeling dizzy. The staff member was transported to the Valley 
Baptist Medical Center-Brownsville.
5:13 p.m.: An officer was dispatched to parking Lot O after 
a student said she struck a parked 2003 gold Alero while 
attempting to park earlier in the day. The student said she 
immediately reported the incident to another officer earlier that 
same day and told the dispatcher she would make the police 
report after her class. 
--Compiled by Kaila Contreras
Buy an AD from us!
Call 882-5143
Alzheimer’s Disease presentation 
Robert M. Cohen, a professor in the 
psychiatry and behavioral sciences 
department at Emory University, will 
present a lecture titled “Modeling 
Familial Alzheimer’s Disease in 
the Rat” from 2 to 3 p.m. today in the 
Main Building’s Salón Cassia. For more 
information, call the UT-Brownsville 
Office of the Vice President for 
Research at 882-5030. 
SGA Town Hall Meeting 
UT-Brownsville invites students to 
attend the Town Hall Meeting with 
Student Government Association, 
UTB President Juliet V. García 
and Provost Alan Artibise from 11 
a.m. to 1 p.m. Tuesday in the Student 
Union’s Gran Salón. Admission is 
free and refreshments will be served. 
Topics will include the UTB and UT-
Pan American consolidation, the future 
medical school and other current 
issues. For more information, contact 
SGA President Stephanie Mendez at 
stephaniemendez1@hotmail.com or call 
SGA Adviser Sergio Martinez at 882-
7152.
A Night of Fiesta and Romance
UT-Brownsville’s Mariachi 
Ocelotetlán will perform from 7 to 9 
p.m. Tuesday in the TSC Arts Center. 
Proceeds will go toward scholarships 
for the mariachi members. For more 
information, call Music Department 
Assistant Professor Antonio Briseño 
at 882-8943.
Late Night Munchie Movie 
Marathon 
“Accepted,” a comedy starring Justin 
Long and Jonah Hill, will be shown 
at 7:30 p.m. Wednesday on the Student 
Union lawn. The screening is part 
of UT-Brownsville and Jack in the 
Box’s “Late Night Munchie Movie 
Marathon.” Students are encouraged to 
bring their own lawn chairs and blankets. 
Admission is free. For more information, 
call the Office of Student Life at 882-
5138.
PWS Jewelry Sale
Professional Women Speak will host 
a fundraising jewelry sale from 9 a.m.to 
3 p.m. Thursday in the Main Building 
courtyard. Proceeds will benefit the PWS 
Student Scholarship Fund. For more 
information, call 882-7143.
Gun Legislation Forum
“Are You Pro or Con?” a Gun 
Legislation Forum, will take place 
at 5:30 p.m. Thursday in the Main 
Building’s Salón Cassia. The event is a 
service learning project of Government 
Assistant Professor Leland Coxe’s 
Government 2301 class. For more 
information, call the Center for Civic 
Engagement at 882-4300.
Jazz Ensemble Concert
The UT-Brownsville Jazz Ensemble 
will perform at 7:30 p.m. Thursday in the 
TSC Arts Center. Admission is free. For 
more information, call Patron of the 
Arts at 882-7025.
Master Chorale Concert
The UT-Brownsville Master Chorale 
will perform at 3 p.m. Sunday in the TSC 
Arts Center. Admission is $5. For more 
information, call 882-7025.
Rio Bravo Wind Ensemble
The Rio Bravo Wind Ensemble will 
perform at 7:30 p.m. Sunday in the TSC 




The ASPIRE Tutoring Lab is looking 
to hire a math tutor. Applicants must 
be currently enrolled in UTB, be 
junior, senior or graduate students, 
must possess a thorough knowledge of 
assigned subject area and have at least 
a 3.0 grade-point average. Applications 
are available in the ASPIRE computer 
lab located in Cortez Hall 108. The lab 
is open from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday, 
Tuesday and Wednesday and 8 a.m. to 
5 p.m. Thursday and Friday. For more 
information, call Learning Instructional 
Specialist Virginia Ledesma at 882-
3804. 
MSA Information Sessions
The Mathematics and Science 
Academy will present an information 
session from 10 to 11:15 a.m. Saturday in 
the Main Building’s Salón Cassia. In the 
Mathematics and Science Academy, high 
school juniors take college classes during 
their high school years. MSA offers free 
tuition, fees, books and a supportive staff 
to guide students through the college 
process. The next sessions will be Dec. 7, 
Jan. 25, Feb. 22, March 22 and April 26. 
For more information, call 882-5742.
--Compiled by Brenda Lopez
7THE COLLEGIAN Monday, November 4, 2013ON CAMPUS
associate vice president for Academic 
Affairs.
Cantu said there was not enough time 
for UT-Brownsville to host a voting site. 
“What we’re doing is looking for 
possibilities for next year,” she said. 
“That would be for the primaries in the 
spring and the general election in the 
fall.” 
 Last Wednesday, Martinez said the 
office is trying to promote early voting 
and voting in general. 
“We do have a committee called Project 
100% on campus,” she said. “The reason 
it was created was to increase voter 
participation on campus.” 
“We were always one of those sites that 
had the lowest voter turnout,” she said. 
“The county would tell us that we were at 
risk of losing our site.”
Martinez said, unfortunately, this time 
around, UT-Brownsville did lose its site 
because of low turnout on campus. 
“Because this election has a low 
turnout throughout the county, the 
county decided not to host a site at UTB,” 
she said. 
Since the opening of the Center for 
Civic Engagement in 2004, voter turnout 
on the campus site has increased.  
“We had a good turnout with 
presidential elections,” she said. 
Low voter turnout is 30 percent to 40 
percent, Martinez said. Brownsville has a 
10 percent voter turnout. 
At the Brownsville Public Library site 
on Central Boulevard, only 140 people 
voted last Tuesday, she said.
The office promotes voting by voter 
registration drives with Project 100% and 
working with professors on campus, such 
as Mark Kaswan, an assistant professor 
in the Government Department, 
whose class compiled a voter guide for 
constitutional amendment election. 
Martinez said the office will continue 
the late Rev. Armand Mathew’s legacy by 
continuing the Project 100% committee 
and Kids Voting USA Brownsville. 
“Father was always involved in service 
projects, especially when it came to voter 
turnout,” she said. “We are continuing 
Kids Voting USA Brownsville. We try to 
host these elections, just like we do with 
the county, but with the kids.”
The Project 100% committee, 
instituted by Mathew, is still working 
toward making sure the campus has a 
voting site, she said. 
On Tuesday, Cameron County will 
have 36 polling sites, 16 in Brownsville 
(see chart). 
VOTE
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Proposition 1
“The constitutional amendment authorizing the legislature to 
provide for an exemption from ad valorem taxation of all or part 
of the market value of the residence homestead of the surviving 
spouse of a member of the armed services of the United States 
who is killed in action.”
Proposition 2
“The constitutional amendment eliminating an obsolete 
requirement for a State Medical Education Board and a State 
Medical Education Fund, neither of which is operational.”
Proposition 3
“The constitutional amendment to authorize a political 
subdivision of this state to extend the number of days that 
aircraft parts that are exempt from ad valorem taxation due to 
their location in this state for a temporary period may be located 
in this state for purposes of qualifying for the tax exemption.”
Proposition 4
“The constitutional amendment authorizing the legislature to 
provide for an exemption from ad valorem taxation of part of the 
market value of the residence homestead of a partially disabled 
veteran or the surviving spouse of a partially disabled veteran if 
the residence homestead was donated to the disabled veteran by 
a charitable organization.”
Proposition 5
“The constitutional amendment to authorize the making of a 
reverse mortgage loan for the purchase of homestead property 
and to amend lender disclosures and other requirements in 
connection with a reverse mortgage loan.”
Proposition 6
“The constitutional amendment providing for the creation of 
the State Water Implementation Fund for Texas and the State 
Water Implementation Revenue Fund for Texas to assist in the 
financing of priority projects in the state water plan to ensure the 
availability of adequate water resources.”
Proposition 7
“The constitutional amendment authorizing a home-rule 
municipality to provide in its charter the procedure to fill a 
vacancy on its governing body for which the unexpired term is 
12 months or less.”
Proposition 8
“The constitutional amendment repealing Section 7, Article 
IX, Texas Constitution, which relates to the creation of a hospital 
district in Hidalgo County.”
Proposition 9
“The constitutional amendment relating to expanding the types 
of sanctions that may be assessed against a judge or justice 
following a formal proceeding instituted by the State Commission 
on Judicial Conduct.”




Rebecca Garza Greenan, Southern 
Methodist University’s director of 
Public Service Program and Academic 
Support, (right) shows photos of the 
university’s Dedman School of Law 
campus to junior government major 
Juan Rodriguez and junior law and 
justice studies major Lorena Guajardo 
during UT-Brownsville’s Graduate and 
Professional School Fair, held Oct. 25 
in the Student Union’s Gran Salón. 
Representatives from 36 universities, 
including the Universidad Autónoma 
de Guadalajara School of Medicine, 
were present during the event 
sponsored by the Career Services 
Department.  More than 500 students 
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Never trust a pretty girl with a secret. 
In the fictional town of Rosewood, the 
“Pretty Little Liars” cast has plenty of 
those. While uncovering a mystery, their 
secrets come out.
The story centers on four high school 
girls--Aria Montgomery (Lucy Hale), 
Hannah Marin (Ashley Benson), Spencer 
Hastings (Troian Bellasario) and 
Emily Fields (Shay Mitchell)--and their 
journey in dealing with the loss of their 
best friend, Alison Dilaurentis (Sasha 
Pieterse). Alison was murdered and her 
killer is still on the loose. Not only are 
they grieving, but they are also being 
watched, constantly.
The girls often get text messages from 
someone named “A,” who happens to 
know all of their deepest secrets that only 
their deceased friend Alison knew. The 
text messages they receive are so perfectly 
placed that at any moment, “A” is right 
beside them, but they do not know. Is “A” 
Alison? Or someone else playing a cruel 
Got a secret? Can you keep it?
POP CULTURE
‘Liars’ returning in January
By Victoria Brito
THE COLLEGIAN
Zombies, monsters, Power Rangers 
and more personalities gathered on the 
Student Union lawn last Wednesday 
night for Halloween Havoc. 
Dozens of students and families in 
costumes came to participate in all of the 
activities of the event sponsored by UT-
Brownsville’s Office of Student Life. 
In the Haunted Veranda, students 
in costumes danced to the music of DJ 
Zombe. 
Afterward, everyone gathered on the 
lawn to watch the Monster Mash Dance, 
with two groups competing: the Sigma 
Psi Delta 2013 sorority pledge class 
against Kappa Omega. 
Sigma Psi Delta’s choreography helped 
them win the $200 prize for the third 
year in a row. Kappa Omega’s dance, 
featuring zombies, the characters from 
“Saw,” “Texas Chainsaw Massacre” and 
“Nightmare on Elm Street” was among 
the scariest and creepiest dances the 
campus has ever seen. 
“We practiced for three weeks and 
choreographed it ourselves,” Daniela 
Martinez, a freshman bilingual education 
major and a Sigma Psi Delta pledge, said 
about the dance. 
As night fell, students participated in 
“Fear Factor,” a series of scary trials that 
began with brave competitors walking 
blindfolded on what they thought was 
broken glass but were actually potato 
chips. In the second trial, contestants 
had to find seven items in a plate of Cool 
Whip frosting and whoever identified all 
of them first garnered the most points.
In the third trial, contestants had to eat 
delicacies from other countries, including 
a pig’s foot. At least one contestant didn’t 
have the stomach for it and threw up. 
The winner of each event received a 
Whataburger gift card. 
Asked what she thought of Halloween 
Havoc, biology junior Lauren Sanchez 
replied: “It involves the whole 
community. There are kids, elderly 
people, and everyone is all dressed up, 
having fun.” 
Most of the attendees looked forward 




divided into four categories: individual, 
children, couple and group. 
A young girl dressed as a chicken went 
home with a candy bag. Students Carlos 
Madrigal, Marcos Barrientos, Magin Leal 
and Eduardo Gonzalez—all dressed as 
zombies—won the group category and 
$200. 
Angel Vargas and Remy Vargas, 
dressed as Gumby and Orange Horse, 
won the couple category  and $100.  
Sebastian Naylor, dressed as 
Wolverine, won best costume and $100. 
About 400 hundred people attended 
Halloween Havoc. 
Asked if the event was scaled down 
because of the separation of UT-
Brownsville and Texas Southmost 
College this fall, Student Engagement 
Executive Director Sergio Martinez 
replied: “Yes, we did have to scale down. 
This year funding hasn’t been where it’s 
at, but that has never really stopped us at 
Student Life.”
Biology graduate student Jessica Sahu Tew shows off her 
Bollywood actress outfit during the costume contest.
Junior nursing major Sebastian Naylor places first as Wolverine in last Wednesday night’s 
Halloween Havoc costume contest.
Junior biology major Kenya Benavides (from left), freshman biology major Alicia 
Gomez and sophomore communication major Andrea Martinez take part in the 
Monster Mash Dance competition as members of Kappa Omega.
AmAndA Arredondo/Collegian Photos
prank? Is “A” only one person? Did “A” 
kill Alison? The girls spend their days 
trying to answer questions that Alison’s 
death has left them.
In the summer finale and Halloween 
episode, which aired Oct. 22, the 
girls ventured to the 
neighboring town 
of Ravenswood in search of answers 
regarding their friend Alison’s past. 
When they arrive, they realize that the 
town is a place that Alison spent some 
time in. The spooky episode had plenty 
of twists and turns, including Hannah’s 
boyfriend Caleb Rivers (Tyler Blackburn) 
deciding to stay in Ravenswood with 
a girl he meets on the bus on his way 
there. Trusting Hannah asks Caleb to 
stay in Ravenswood and protect the girl, 
Miranda Collins (Nicole Gale Anderson).
In Ravenswood, Miranda is looking 
for her only living relative, her uncle, 
and ultimately answers to her family 
background. Like Caleb, Miranda grew 
up in foster homes, but unlike Caleb, 
Miranda is still searching for answers. 
When Caleb and Miranda discover 
two tombstones with their names 
and photographs on them, he begins 
““Pretty little liars”
See POP, Page 13
“ravenswood”
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“Mujer”
Nosotras somos este momento,
volátil tormenta que retumba con paso 
firme.
Nosotras somos el camino que sembramos,
fértil semilla de risas  llanto,
bañamos con nuestra leche
el campo de la vida,
llenamos de aromas el mundo,
nosotras somos la viga,
de aquí empiezan y se transforman
los dolores en canto.
Nosotras sabemos cómo entregarnos,
igual que la lluvia, y limpiar las puertas,
y poder ver de nuevo por nuestras 
ventanas;
sabemos entregarnos como el mar
y gritar como la gaviota liberada.
Nosotras somos ese grito, la lucha, la 
entrega,
hoy reinventamos lo que seremos mañana.
Nosotras habitamos en el corazón de todo,
le damos luz a miles de rostros
le damos ganas de vivir a los silencios.
Nosotras vencemos,
no hay pared que detenga nuestro impacto,
esa suave caricia de nuestros labios,
no hay fuerza que detenga 
el futuro que anidamos en nuestro seno.
Nosotras somos sobrevivientes
de algún abismo
y como hermanas los hemos vivido todos;
somos la flor que rompe el asfalto
dejando nuestra esencia en cada respiro.
Nosotras somos la huella,
una marca en el cielo que promete 
gritar el secreto de las estrellas.
Nosotras somos.
Llevamos en la frente una flor de lila,
somos la torre, la montaña
somos mujer, hija, madre y amiga,
y es en nuestro vientre que nacen
las historias del mundo.
Tony Peña/Collegian
Rossy Evelin Lima recites a verse from her new poetry book, “Ecos de Barro,” for the Writers Live 
lecture series held Oct. 24 in the Student Union’s Gran Salón. Lima’s works have been published 
in numerous literary journals, magazines and anthologies in Canada, United States, Mexico, 
Spain and Venezuela. 
A writer’s echo
Poet donates belongings to UT-Brownsville
By Rick Saldivar
The audience in the Gran Salón 
remained attentive as poet Rossy Evelin 
Lima, the second guest of this semester’s 
The Writers Live Series shared her poems 
about defining her identity on Oct. 24. 
Before the reading, Lima donated a 
copy of her recently published collection 
of Spanish poems, “Ecos de barro,” or 
“Clay Echoes,” (Otras Voces Publishing, 
2013), the drafts and illustrations of her 
poems and a tin can of her favorite and 
unique coffee containing other personal 
belongings. 
A part-time lecturer at UTPA, assistant 
professor at South Texas College, 
translator and member of the Coalition 
of New Chican@ Artists (CONCA), Lima 
read to an audience of about 55. 
Asked how growing up in Veracruz and 
moving to the United States impacted 
her work, Lima responded: “It impacted 
it a lot--especially when I first moved 
here because of the culture shock. I was 
constantly trying to think of myself as 
being still part of Veracruz, not being 
part of the U.S. and in my poems I write 
a lot about Veracruz because it’s where I 
feel my heart is.”
Born in Veracruz, Mexico, Lima 
received both her bachelor’s and 
master’s degrees in Spanish literature 
and linguistics from UT-Pan American. 
She lives in Donna and is pursuing a 
doctorate in linguistics at the University 
of Houston.
She lived in Veracruz until she was 13, 
and began writing since then.
“My mom has my earliest poems, 
and they’re not really poems,” she told 
The Collegian during an interview 
after the reading. “They’re just like 
childish writings. I believe that I started 
consciously thinking what I’m writing, 
as what I want to call poetry, when I first 
came to the U.S. and I started expressing 
my emotions. … It was the teenage years 
so I was very rebellious, so it really helped 
me channel [my emotions] instead of just 
losing control.”
Despite being published at age 16, Lima 
said that the first time she considered 
herself as a writer was the day of the 
reading after she presented herself as an 
author.
“It was an English poem,” she said, 
referring to her first publication. “I 
almost never write in English. I sent 
it to a place called poetrypoem.com. I 
submitted it online and it got published 
in an anthology of many authors.”
As a member of CONCA, Lima 
participates as a social activist.
“Before them, I always had trouble 
defining myself as a Chicana,” she said. 
“I would send my poems to Chicano 
magazines and they wouldn’t accept it 
because it was in Spanish. … With this 
group, what we’re trying to say is exactly 
that: Why is a definition so restrictive? 
We are Chicanos because we fight for 
justice and we want to include everyone. 
We have a lot of advocacy for heritage--
Mexican heritage or Hispanic heritage.”
After moving from Veracruz, Lima 
attended middle school in Alamo, where 
she was placed in classes for English as a 
second language.
“When I started the linguistics program 
in Houston, I got really inspired,” she 
said. “That’s where most of my political-
charged poems came, like ‘Las dos 
lenguas.’ I was so frustrated with the 
situation--with the politics of education 
and language and all these restrictions 
that began in school. … Whenever you’re 
See WRITER, Page 13
Michelle esPinoza/Collegian 
About 20 students at UT- Brownsville 
displayed their artwork, showing how 
they see depression.
The artwork was part of Student Health 
Services and the Active Minds Club’s 
third annual Depression Awareness Fair 
and Art Show last Wednesday.  
“Depression is an illness that happens 
more often than not,” said Counselor 
Leticia Fierros-Garza. “There are 
services here in our campus that can 
help all students that are suffering from 
depression and the more awareness 
there is, the better.”
During the event attendees filled out a 
survey and depending on their answers, 
they received feedback on whether they 
had clinical depression and received 
information about where they could get 
help.  
The Active Minds Club had an activity 
in which students wrote and painted 
positive messages on paper plates 
because the theme was depression 
awareness.
“We are letting them be as creative 
as possible to interpret that positive 
You are 
not alone
That’s the message at 
Depression Awareness 
Fair and Art Show
Junior criminal justice major Reyna Nevarez (left) and sophomore education major Brenda Pineda paint good things about themselves during the 
third annual Depression Awareness Fair and Art show last Wednesday in the Main courtyard. The event was sponsored by UT-Brownsville’s Student 
Health Services Department and the Active Minds student organization. 
By Monica Gudiño
THE COLLEGIAN
reinforcement,” said Active Minds 
member Sonia Figueredo, a senior 
sociology major. 
Fierros-Garza said: “There is help 
available for them and it’s free. … All they 
have to do is come by Student Health 
Services and we’ll gladly help them in a 
minute.”
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entity,” Strong told The Collegian in an 
interview.
He said he is not sure if keeping “Pan 
American” in the new name would be 
legally viable because part of the strategy 
for accessing the [Permanent University 
Funds] is to create a new institution.
“If you want a new brand, you need a 
new name,” Strong said.
Jeffrey McQuillum, an associate 
professor in the Communication 
Department at UTPA, said that although 
he has no preference as to what the name 
should be for the new university, the idea 
of keeping “Pan American” in the new 
name sounds a bit one-sided.
“I know that certainly, financially, it 
would be for us on this side, a little bit 
more fair, because a lot of the sporting 
events that we have, as far as equipment 
and uniforms, would be maintained, 
but I don’t know that that’s our task,” 
McQuillum said. “I think that it’s to have 
a united front and do what’s best for the 
new university. … It’s almost like you’re 
joining us as the redheaded stepchild as 
opposed to necessarily having an open 
input into what’s supposed to be.”
Gutiérrez argues that keeping “Pan 
American” in the name would only 
require a few adjustments to students at 
UTB. 
“The only change would be to put Pan 
American in front of UT, you’re still 
gonna have UT,” Gutiérrez said. “Instead 
of UT-Brownsville, it would say UT-Pan 
American in Brownsville, so the change 
is very small and it would save a lot of 
money that we can use in developing 
a new name and criteria to change 
everything in Edinburg and in [the] Rio 
Grande.”
UTB sophomore accounting major 
Astrid Garcia does not believe changing 
the name of the universities is fair for 
students who have already graduated 
from UTB or UTPA.
“They’re going to have a diploma from 
a school that doesn’t exist anymore,” 
Garcia said. “Second, I don’t know why 
we should stay with ‘Pan American’; I 
mean, if UTB is starting new, then Pan 
American should, too. It’s only fair.”
Randy Peña, senior kinesiology major 
at UTPA, agrees with Gutiérrez in that 
he would prefer the new university to 
keep ‘Pan American’ in the name because 
that’s what his diploma will say. 
“I would prefer for it to stay as UT-
Pan American because that’s the school 
I started off with and I would want to 
graduate. Why wouldn’t I want for my 
certificate to have the University of 
Texas-Pan American,” Peña said. 
However, he believes that a name 
chosen by both UTB and UTPA would be 
the best choice.
“I think what would be best would be 
for us to have a mutual name, like neither 
one of the universities is able to keep 
their name, and for them to make a new 
name for it,” Peña said. “That would be 
the best option in my opinion.”
Strong suggested a couple of names for 
the new university. 
“I don’t mind the idea of the University 
of South Texas or even South Texas State 
University because there’s a Texas State 
but we don’t have a South Texas State, 
but I don’t like University of Texas Rio 
Grande Valley, for instance,” he said.
McQuillum thinks UT-RGV would 
make a good name.
“What seems to have a ring of truth 
or a ring of fittingness to me would be 
something along the lines of UT-RGV, 
University of Texas-Rio Grande Valley, 
but I mean, I’m not married to that any 
more than I am to keeping Pan Am or 
going with something entirely different,” 
he said. “But I think that if we’re gonna 
make this work, I think we all have to 
unite together and sort of do something 
that is going to be fitting for all.”
Strong believes that the name “Rio 
Grande Valley” is a regional name created 
many years ago to sell land to people up 
north.
“I just think Rio Grande Valley itself 
doesn’t have a lot of sex appeal, for lack 
of a better word,” he said. It’s a regional 
name. Even the term “The Valley.” … 
There is no valley here, it just was created 
under, years ago, to sell orchards to 
people from New York to make it sound 
elegant and ethereal and beautiful; they 
called us ‘The Magic Valley’ to sell real 
estate to people up north so all these are 
old names to me and I would prefer a 
name that’s new. I like, for instance, ‘The 
University of the Americas,’ so instead 
of Pan American, the University of the 
Americas, I think would be a good name.”
During Cigarroa’s presentation to 
the UTPA campus, he agreed with the 
importance of preserving decades of 
tradition that Edinburg’s campus holds.
“It is so important for us, we can’t forget 
our past, we can’t forget our culture, we 
can’t forget where we came from,” the 
chancellor was quoted as saying in a 
Legislative Media article published Oct. 
28. “Whatever the [UT System] board 
[of regents] ultimately decides, it has to 
reflect part of that history, and it also 
has to reflect the fact that we are the 
university which is in the best geographic 
location to really have an impact on the 
Americas.”
UT System Executive Director of Public 
Affairs Jenny LaCoste-Caputo said there 
are no formal recommendations in front 
of the board of regents for now.
“There’re going to be about five names 
that we’re actually going to unveil and 
share with the community for comment 
and suggestions and feedback, and we’re 
getting ready to do that, hopefully, in the 
next couple of weeks.”
The community will be able to make 
suggestions, comment and recommend 
new names via the UT System’s Facebook 
and Twitter accounts once the top five 
names are released.
A committee has not been put together 
yet; therefore, the names were suggested 
by the community to Cigarroa upon visits 
to the Rio Grande Valley.
“Right now, we’re creating a video 
that people will be able to see all the 
suggestions and has information on how 
they can provide their comment and 
feedback and we just need to make sure 
we run that through all the appropriate 
channels or approval before we make it 
public.” 
NAME
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student with a valid UTB ID can use the 
facilities. The hours of operation are 6 
a.m. to 9 a.m., 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. and 4 to 
10 p.m. Monday through Thursday and 6 
a.m.-9 a.m., 11 a.m.-2 p.m. and 4-8 p.m. 
Friday. 
The facility has cardio equipment and 
some individual strength equipment, 
said Arturo Olague, director of University 
Recreation. Mats and dumbbells will be 
available at a later date. 
Olague said fitness takes commitment.
“It’s not something that’s a fad,” he 
said. “It has to be a lifestyle choice if you 
want to truly be a fit person.”
As long as you take the time whenever 
you can, working out doesn’t have to be 
at a set time or place, he said. 
Asked why fitness is important, Olague 
replied: “In order for you to be able to do 
anything in life, you have to be able to 
function as a human being. You have to 
have some sort of fitness on any level. So 
in order for you to just roll out of bed, you 
have to be fit on a certain level.”
Olague has an interesting technique to 
curb your appetite.
“Brush your teeth after every meal,” 
Olague said. “… It kind of puts the 
temptation away because you have that 
toothpaste taste in your mouth still.”
Sticking with a regimen is the easiest 
way to maintain fitness.
“You have to be committed to it, it 
really has to be something like a lifestyle 
FITNESS
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change,” Olague said. “And don’t give 
up if you don’t see results as quickly as 
you would expect because that’s the part 
that I think slows everyone down. When 
you’re expecting to lose 10 pounds within 
the first week, that doesn’t happen. So, 
you have to take it slow. … Take the time 
to notice the small positives because they 
will turn into something big in the future 
if you stick with it.”
Last year, Student Health Services 
offered a weight management program; 
however, due to the split from TSC, that 
program is no longer available. But, the 
department still offers support.
“Any UTB student can come and 
see a provider here in our clinic for 
no cost to them,” Green said. “So both 
[Steven] Machner, who is a physician 
assistant, and myself … have nutritional 
understanding and if they just want to 
come in and talk to us, they’re concerned 
about their weight or they want to know 
what exercise plans are good or what 
kind of diets are good, and that type of 
stuff, they can just come in. No problem.”
Green said you can eat typical holiday 
foods during the holidays. The two worst 
problems during the holidays: desserts 
and alcohol.
“If you’re going to eat pie, a pecan pie 
probably has about 750 calories per slice 
vs. a pumpkin pie, without whip cream, 
is about 250 calories,” she said. “We tend 
to have wine and beer and drinks, and 
that will increase your calories a lot, and 
you won’t feel full. So, limit your intake 
of alcohol.”
You can still enjoy a good meal, just 
watch your portions.
“Turkey is good for you, mashed 
potatoes are good,” Green said. “Don’t 
use too much of the cream. Even yams, 
they’re good food. Some of the stuffing is 
good.”
While you may eat all the good foods 
in a decent portion, avoid the late-night 
leftovers. Green said the later we stay 
awake, the more likely we are to snack 
and consume unneeded calories.
 “Really and truly when you look at all 
the studies that are out there and all the 
diets that are out there, it doesn’t matter 
when you eat,” she said. “It matters, 
calories in vs. calories needed. So even 
if you eat at 10 o’clock at night, but you 
didn’t exceed your calories needed for 
that day, you’re not going to gain weight.”
So, you have free time, classes are over 
and you’re at home. Don’t just eat out of 
boredom. Get outside and be active. Go 
for a walk, a run, a sprint, anything you 
can do to get your blood pumping.
 Green recommends a workout of at 
least an hour, five to seven times a week. 
Or at least attempt to build your body up 
to that.
“It becomes a habit,” she said. “And 
once you start feeling the benefits of 
exercise, it’s like your day is not good 
unless your exercise is in it.”
However, according to Green, lifting 
weights every day puts you at a higher risk 
of injury. She advises to only do weights 
every other day and do more aerobic 
exercises, such as jogging, swimming and 
cycling.
For those who don’t have time for an 
hour of exercise five times a week, Green 
suggests working out in intervals to 
release bursts of energy.
“You don’t have an hour, but studies 
have shown, actually, that 15 minutes, 
four times a day, is actually even better 
for you than a full hour.”
So go for a quick run or do some 
jumping jacks.
Exercise is not only for looking good, 
it also prevents health problems that can 
come later on in life from poor choices 
made in your youth.
“For most of the chronic diseases 
that we have, I can write a prescription 
for you and the first thing is going to be 
activity,” Green said. “If you’re diabetic, 
for prevention and to feel better and not 
progress, you need to exercise. For heart 
disease, you need to exercise. For high 
blood pressure, you need to exercise.”
Hispanics, American Indians and 
Asians are at a higher risk of developing 
diabetes, according to MayoClinic.com.
However, you have control over not 
getting Type 2 diabetes, unless you’re 
genetically predisposed to it, Green said. 
 “Eating right, exercising and keeping 
your weight normal, are natural 
prevention for depression, diabetes, 
high blood pressure, coronary disease, 
everything. So, to me, this is the other 
thing, I would much rather have 
somebody be slightly overweight but 
active, than the person being at a normal 
weight and inactive. Activity helps in so 
many ways.”
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put in ESL classes, everything is limited. 
They don’t have any good expectations 
for you. You’re just there, but you’re not 
going anywhere, basically.”
Aztec and Mayan cultures have also 
had an impact in Lima’s life and writing.
“My mom has this love of ancient 
cultures and she would tell me, ‘Well, do 
you know how to say this in Totonaco? 
It’s this word,’” she said. “We get a lot of 
very ancient traditions, like El Día de los 
Muertos, The Day of the Dead. Thanks to 
my mom, even after we moved here, we 
still celebrated it. We make everything 
from scratch--tamales Veracruzanos. … 
We try to keep our traditions very firm 
and all that love for Aztec and Mayan 
culture comes from her.” 
Lima told The Collegian that she does 
not have a preferred place to write.
“Any beautiful place is a beautiful 
place to write,” she said. “I’ve written 
poetry here in this campus because it’s 
so beautiful. … I was telling my sister, ‘I 
could write a poem in every corner of this 
building. This is very nice.’ I don’t have a 
specific place to write, just any beautiful 
place … especially if there’s plants and 
rocks.”
Three prevailing images in the poems 
Lima read include the serpent, water and 
women. 
“I don’t explore my spirituality a lot 
through poetry,” she said. I write about 
the serpent because it represents the 
river. I write about water, because of 
where I used to live. … It’s green as you 
can ever imagine. I write about women 
because of the big influence of, again, 
my mom. … I have more spirituality with 
earth than with organized religion. I am 
Catholic, I believe in God … but I find that 
connection, not with an organization, but 
with something that I can feel and I love 
nature.”
Lima would like for our students to 
know that writing is embedded within us.
“[Writing is] something very ancient,” 
she said. “We should never be afraid to 
express ourselves through writing. We 
should never be afraid to do so because 
to be a writer is to be free, to be alive, and 
to defy … to be able to put everything in 
beautiful words. That’s something that 
not everyone can do but everyone needs.”
Lima has an upcoming bilingual book 
accepted by Mouthfeel Press that will be 
published early in 2014, about “El rio y 
la frontera.”
UT-Brownsville Assistant Professor 
Christopher Carmona said Lima was 
invited to be a part of the Writers 
Live Series because she offers a 
unique perspective to the writing 
community.  
“She is a primary Spanish writer who 
writes bilingually,” Carmona said. “In an 
effort to cross borders I wanted to offer a 
writer that would appeal to the student 
body and the community’s bicultural 
and bilingualism. Rossy Lima offered 
a different reading and presentation 
because she offered not only Spanish 
and English poetry, but Nahuatl as 
well. Since she is a linguist, her focus on 
language really changed the dynamic of 
her performance.”
Nancy Vallejo, a senior English major, 
said she enjoyed the reading. 
“I definitely enjoyed her readings,” 
Vallejo said. “Her choice in words used 
were so captivating. The passion that she 
read her poems with--at one point I felt I, 
too, was living through those experiences 
and even teared up. … There were many 
things I learned from her book readings, 
such as the importance of finding yourself 
and overcoming struggles of a Chicana. I 
will be recommending these events to my 
friends and classmates [because] we can 
all benefit from these types of readings 
and the opportunity to meet a successful 
poet.
The Writers Live Series’ next guest 
is winner of the 2012 Andrés Montoya 
Poetry Prize, Laurie Ann Guerrero, 
author of “A Tongue in the Mouth of the 
Dying.”  The two-day event will begin at 
3 p.m. Nov. 21 in the University Library 
Administration Conference Room, 
followed by a ceremonial donation to 
the university’s library at 5 p.m. and a 
reading at 7:30 p.m. in Salón Cassia.
--Rick Saldivar is a junior English 
major at UT-Brownsville. 
asking questions. They discover that 
Ravenswood once suffered a terrible 
POP
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10
tricked into having a sexual encounter 
with the doctor. The young couple is then 
brainwashed into the doctor’s lifestyle 
and Brad embraces his inner drag queen. 
Just like out of a novella, Dr. Scott 
ROCKY
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
flood and many people died there. The 
town was rebuilt, but the story remains.
Much like “Pretty Little Liars,” 
“Ravenswood” is filled with mystery 
of a cursed town, but much darker and 
ghostly than its sister show.
“Pretty Little Liars” is now in its fourth 
season. The first three seasons are on 
Netflix. The Season 4 winter premiere 
of “Pretty Little Liars” will resume at 
7 p.m. Jan. 7, 2014, on ABC Family. 
“Ravenswood” airs at 7 p.m. Tuesdays on 
ABC Family.
(Salman Aldmour) shows up looking for 
his dead nephew Eddie, only to find Dr. 
Frank-n-Furter and his creation.
As if the story could get any weirder, 
Riff-Raff and Magenta (Melissa Jimenez) 
take control of the castle and reveal that 
they, along with Dr. Frank-n-Furter, are 
aliens. With a show of force they decide 
to transport the castle back to their home 
planet, Transsexual, in the galaxy of 
Transylvania. Yes, I said planet.
But not before taking out Dr. Frank-n-
Furter and his monstrous creation Rocky 
with an anti-matter gun. They then 
mercifully allow the couple and Dr. Scott 
to escape the castle with their lives.
If you’re still a “virgin” to the show, 
I recommend watching the Dingbats 
production of this Halloween favorite 
because it won’t disappoint and will 
become a yearly tradition. Just bring an 
open mind and great sense of humor, 
because this show doesn’t hold back any 
punches.
AmAndA Arredondo/Collegian
Going the extra mile 
for breast cancer 
awareness
Michael Holmes, shown with his children, Sofia and Ryan, and junior kinesiology major Hector 
Becerra jog during the Think Pink: Kappa Omega Breast Cancer Awareness 5K Run/Walk, which 
took place Oct. 26 at the Brownsville Sports Park. Holmes placed first. A total of 45 people 
participated and $1,100 was raised for a cancer patient, according to Monique Arizmendi, vice 
president of Kappa Omega.
Tony PeñA/Collegian Photos
Serious about clean water
Brownsville Public Utilites Board General Manager & CEO John S. Bruciak (from left), BPUB 
member Emmanuel Vasquez, state Rep. Eddie Lucio III (D-San Benito), Texas House Chairman of 
Natural Resources Allan Ritter, Texas Water Development Board member Beck Bruun and BPUB 
Vice Chairman Oscar Garcia stand before a new anti-dumping sign unveiled Oct. 23 in Dean 
Porter Park to kick off the Don’t Mess with Texas Water program. The initiative seeks to keep the 
surface waters of the state clean and trash-free, according to a news release from PUB.
The Brownsville Public 
Utilities Board dredger helps 
clean up the Resaca at Dean 
Porter Park. The dredger is 
part of the utility company’s 
Resaca Restoration Project 
that launched last March. 
This project is necessary 
because sediment, trash 
and other debris has 
built up over the years, 
obstructing water flow in 
these waterways, according 
to PUB’s website.
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Estudiantes de Kazajistán 
visitan UTB
Llevan a cabo investigación en laboratorio de nanociencia
Nombre: Gustavo Salazar
Edad: 24 años
Especialidad: Ingeniería mecánica 
Clasificación: Estudiante de último 
año
Fecha de graduación: Otoño del 
2014
Promedio: 3.4
Ciudad natal: H. Matamoros, 
Tamaulipas, México
Actividades extracurriculares: 
“Soy parte del capitolio estudiantil 
de SHEP, Society of Hispanic 
Professional Engineers y  MAES, 
Mexican American Engineers and 
Scientists”. 
Pasatiempos: “Leer novelas, 
preferentemente románticas y jugar 
[baloncesto]”.
¿Cuáles son tus metas? “Mi meta 
es llegar a tener una maestría en 
ingeniería petrolera”.
¿Quién es tu modelo a seguir? 
“Mi gran modelo a seguir han sido mis 
padres. En su ejemplo y sobre todo, 
la paciencia con migo, me han hecho 
quien soy ahora”.
¿Por qué escogiste la 
especialidad en la que estás? 
“Aparte del amor por las matemáticas 
siempre tuve ese deseo de construir 
cosas y de poder solucionar 
problemas. El ver las maquinas, los 
carros, las estructuras, todo eso, me 
dio siempre una pasión para poder 
estudiar ingeniería y saber de qué 
trata y en qué consiste. Fue más que 
nada la creatividad que requieren para 
construir esas cosas lo que me inspiró 
a estudiar ingeniería mecánica”. 
¿Cuál sería tu trabajo ideal? 
“Ser un consultor para proyectos de 
excavación a profundidad en los pozos 
petroleros”.
¿Qué técnicas usas para 
estudiar? “Siempre me duermo 
un poco, me echo una siesta antes 
de estudiar, para que se me quite el 
sueño. Me duermo muy fácil al estar 
estudiando, entonces me duermo un 
poquito antes y empiezo a estudiar”.
¿Qué les aconsejas a los alumnos 
de nuevo ingreso? “En cuanto 
antes entres en una organización 
estudiantil, te pueden proveer de 
mucha experiencia y siempre que 
tengan alguna duda de una clase vayan 
con los maestros, ellos son sus mejores 
ayudas”. 





Dos estudiantes de la República de 
Kazajistán están llevando a cabo una 
investigación de nanociencia en UT-
Brownsville este semestre.  
Askar Kassymov, un estudiante de 
posgrado de física técnica, y Almaz 
Saukhimov, un estudiante de posgrado de 
nanotecnología, ambos de la Universidad 
Técnica Nacional de Kazajistán en 
Almaty, hacen sus investigaciones en el 
laboratorio de Karen Martirosyan, un 
profesor adjunto del departamento de 
física y astronomía.
Martirosyan dijo que la nanociencia es 
el estudio de “como manipular, en otro 
nivel, los átomos de la materia y como 
juntar esos átomos para crear productos 
útiles”. 
  Los estudiantes están enfocando su 
investigación en el campo de combustión 
sintética.
  “Es una síntesis de propagación de alta 
temperatura”, Kassymov dijo. “Durante 
la combustión hemos notado… que hay 
unos generadores de campos eléctricos 
y en la primera etapa de la combustión 
hemos registrado una señal eléctrica… 
queremos entender la naturaleza de esta 
señal”.
  Kassymov dijo que él decidió estudiar 
física porque es una ciencia fundamental. 
“Si eres un físico, puedes hacer todo”, él 
dijo. “Es una ciencia básica en todos los 
campos”. 
  Cuando se le preguntó qué fue lo que 
lo trajo a UTB, Kassymov respondió que 
conoce a estudiantes de posgrado que 
han estudiado en UTB.
   “Nos dijeron que si nuestra investigación 
tiene alguna conexión con [síntesis 
de propagación de alta temperatura], 
podríamos venir porque aquí tenemos 
buen equipo para llevar a cabo nuestras 
investigaciones”, él dijo.
  Ambos estudiantes son de Almaty, la 
cual es el centro cultural de Kazajistán, 
según Kassymov. 
  La ciudad es la más grande del país y 
fue previamente la capital. Kazajistán 
está localizada en Asia Central y 
tiene fronteras con Rusia, China, 
Kyrgyzstán, Uzbekistán y Turkmenistán. 
Fue una vez parte de la Unión Soviética. 
  Kassymov dijo que Brownsville y la 
universidad son lugares hermosos.  
  “No es una ciudad muy grande, pero 
es un lugar hermoso”, él dijo. “La cosa 
principal es la gente de aquí, sus mentes 
científicas te pueden ayudar, te pueden 
auxiliar con tu investigación”. 
  Saukhimov dijo que Brownsville es una 
ciudad muy segura.
 “En América [hay] muy buena 
seguridad, hay muy buena seguridad en 
Brownsville”, él dijo.
   Esta es la primera vez que Kassymov 
and Saukhimov han estado en los Estados 
Unidos.
 Kassymov dijo que la diferencia 
principal entre su universidad y UTB es 
el campus.
 “En nuestra universidad, tenemos 
edificios muy altos, tres o cuatro 
edificios altos y la universidad es muy 
concurrida”, él dijo. “Aquí, la universidad 
está esparcida… edificios de dos pisos, y 
no te sientes tan apretado”.
  Al preguntarle cuáles son sus planes 
después de graduarse, Saukhimov dijo 
que planea enseñar.
  “Soy un maestro, trabajaré y enseñaré 
a estudiantes en mi universidad”, él dijo.
Kassymov dijo que le gustaría trabajar 
en una institución científica y también 
enseñar.
 “…Para enseñar [el] conocimiento 
que he tomado”, Kassymov dijo. “Para 
compartir información porque eso es 
muy importante”.
Martirosyan dijo que descubrió ambos 
estudiantes en Kazajistán cuando fue 
invitado al país a dar un seminario.
Él dijo que la universidad está 
estableciendo un programa de carrera 
doble a nivel de maestría con KazNTU.
“En este programa, estudiantes de 
Kazajistán vendrán a nuestro programa 
de física y pasarán un año aquí para 
obtener una [maestría de ciencia] en 
física”, él dijo.
Por ahora, no hay planes de enviar 
estudiantes de UTB a Kazajistán, 
Martirosyan dijo. 
                        AmAndA Arredondo/Collegian 
Almaz Saukhimov, (de izquierda) y Askar Kassymov estudiantes de posgrado de la Universidad Técnica Nacional de Kazajistán en Almaty, 
conducen investigaciones en física técnica y nanociencia en UT-Brownsville bajo la supervisión de Karen Martirosyan, profesor adjunto en el 
departamento de física y astronomía.  
      Visítanos en nuestro sitio web 
                               www.utbcollegian.com
                                                                                                                                      para leer más noticias. 
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Athlete of the Week 
Name: Joey Amaro Jr.
Classification: Sophomore 




Who is your favorite athlete? “Steve 
Prefontaine. He ran for Oregon and he 
won like 85 percent of his races. In high 
school, he wasn’t the fastest guy but in 
college, he dominated cross country and 
track. I look at him as motivation. … 
But he was always determined to win.” 
Prefontaine, the late middle- and long-
distance runner, competed in the 1972 
Olympics.
Who is your role model? “I’d say 
my stepdad. When he met [my mom], 
he was like a real dad is supposed to be. 
He supports us and it’s really special to 
have him in my life.”
What do you like to do for fun? “I 
like to dance and run and work. I like 
my job [at Footworks in Harlingen].” 
When did you start running and 
why? “In seventh grade, I moved from 
where I was living to Corpus Christi and 
they gave me the option to do athletics 
or P.E. and I thought P.E. was lame 
‘cause it wasn’t any fun, so I joined 
athletics and it was about to jump into 
track season so I really liked that.” 
Did you run in high school and 
did you get any awards? “I was a 
regional qualifier for cross country.” 
What is your favorite movie? 
“I’d say ‘Inglourious Basterds.’ 
… It’s pretty funny, I like it.” 
What are your goals for this 
season? “To pass all my classes despite 
a few situations and try to become 5th 
man.”
Is there a song that gets your 
head in the game? “‘Slowdown’ by 
Showtek.”
--Compiled by Kaila Contreras
Michelle espinoza/Collegian 
UT-Brownsville middle blocker Ana Guerra (right) spikes the ball above the reach of Saints 
outside hitter Alysha Blanco (left) and middle blocker Sydney Herrera to earn the point in last 
Tuesday’s match vs. Our Lady of the Lake University in the Garza Gym, the last home game of 
the regular season. The Ocelots swept the Saints 3-0. 
Tony peña/Collegian UT-Brownsville defender Thea Dybvig passes 
the ball during drills in last Wednesday’s 
practice on the UTB Soccer Field. The Ocelots 
finished the season ranked 24 in the NAIA 
with an 11-3 (5-1) record. UTB will compete in 
the Red River Athletic Conference Tournament 
Semifinals Friday in Houston. 
Tony peña/Collegian 
The UT-Brownsville Women’s Golf Team 
is hosting the Ocelot Invitational today at 
the South Padre Island Golf Club. 
The tournament began Sunday. 
Competing are Texas A&M International, 
University of Houston-Victoria, Texas A&M 
Kingsville, UT- Pan American, University of 
St. Thomas,-Houston and Texas Wesleyan 
University. 
The men’s team placed ninth out of 13 
schools in the Northwood Fall Shootout 
Oct. 28 and last Tuesday.
Wayland Baptist University won the two-
day tournament, scoring 830, four shots 
The UT-Brownsville Men’s and 
Women’s Soccer teams earned a spot in 
the semifinals of the Red River Athletic 
Conference Tournament, scheduled 
Friday in Houston. The finals are 
scheduled the next day.
The men’s team finished the season 
with back-to-back shutout victories 
against Huston-Tillotson University and 
the No. 25 University of St. Thomas-
Houston. 
“Regular season was good,” Men’s 
Soccer Coach Dan Balaguero said. “We 
ended 12-2-2 out of 12 games out of 
town. We’re happy with how we ended 
the regular season.”
The men also had a 5-1-1 conference 
record and peaked at the No. 6 spot in the 
National Association of Intercollegiate 
Athletics Coaches’ Poll Oct. 8. 
On Oct. 29, the men were ranked No. 
24 in the NAIA. 
The third-seeded Our Lady of the Lake 
University Saints hosted the sixth-seeded 
University of the Southwest Mustangs 
last Friday, according to the RRAC 
website. The fourth seeded Huston-
Tillotson Rams hosted the fifth-seeded 
Wiley College Wildcats Saturday. The 
Ocelots will face the highest remaining 
seed.
“Obviously, in the playoffs things 
change a little bit,” Balaguero said. “We 
know one mistake can cost us our season, 
so we need to make sure we’re defending 
properly, as we did this previous 
weekend. We’re just looking to build 
on what we did in the regular season 
and go on and make it to the national 
tournament.” 
The women defeated the NCAA 
Division II Texas A&M International 
University-Laredo Dustdevils 3-1 to end 
the season on a high note. The Ocelots 
finished 11-3 (5-1) for the season.
Center Hanne Neby broke the goose-





Soccer teams close season
Both clinch RRAC Tournament with No. 2 seed
By Sergio Mata
SPORTS EDITOR
The UT-Brownsville Volleyball Team 
will host the Red River Athletic Conference 
Tournament this weekend. 
The Ocelots earned a first-round bye 
with the No. 1 seed in the tournament and 
will face the winner of match No.1 in the 
semifinals at 5:30 p.m. Friday.
The Ocelots shed tears on the Garza Gym 
court last Tuesday and then proceeded to 
shred the Our Lady of the Lake University 
Saints 3-0.
During the opening ceremony of the 
Senior Night match, Athletics Director and 
Head Coach Todd Lowery honored the four 
seniors who will graduate and gave them a 
bouquet and a framed photo of each player 
in action on the court. 
But then it was back to business as the 
Ocelots defeated the Saints in three sets in 
the final home game of the regular season. 
UTB improved its record to 26-0 (11-0), 
and maintained the No. 1 position in the 
National Association of Intercollegiate 
Athletics for the second week in a row.
The Ocelots got away with Set 1 from the 
word go. The team went on a 16-1 run and 
finished the set 25-6.
Set 2 wasn’t that easy as the Saints kept 
it close early. After the Saints made it 6-5, 
the Ocelots went off, forcing OLLU to call 




a timeout when they were down 19-9. UTB 
took the set 25-10. 
Set 3 ended with a score of 25-8 on an 
ace by outside hitter Danica Markovic. 
“I just thought it was a very emotional 
game, losing four seniors that have been 
with us for a long time and been a big part 
of this program,” Lowery said after the 
game. “I know the rest of the team wanted 
to come out and play well for that group of 
girls and send them out right.”
In the final home game of their UTB 
careers, Markovic had eight kills and 10 
digs, right-side hitter Michelle Marques 
posted 10 kills and eight digs, middle 
blocker Ana Guerra earned seven blocks 
and four kills and setter Xiaoyu Guo had 
29 assists with five digs.
“I think UTB played really well,” said 
Saints Coach Mark Lee, whose team is 
third in the standings with a 12-8 (8-2) 
record. “They had four seniors on the court 
on Senior Night and they played really 
well.”
The volleyball team was scheduled to 
wrap up the regular season at Bacone 
College in Muskogee, Okla., last Saturday 
before heading to the Red River Athletic 
Conference semifinals. On Thursday, 
they played at Langston University. 
Last Friday, they were hosted by No. 8 
Oklahoma Baptist University. Results were 
unavailable at press time.
Midfielder Nelleke Smits made it 2-0 in 
UTB’s favor. Goalkeeper Maria Eriksen, 
who was playing forward in the second 
half, scored the final goal for the Ocelots 
in the 73rd minute.
Last weekend kicked off the RRAC 
tournament. The third seeded Huston-
Tillotson Rams hosted sixth-seeded 
Texas College Steers and the fourth-
seeded University of the Southwest 
Mustangs hosted the fifth-seeded Bacone 
Warriors. The highest-seeded school will 
face No. 2 UTB on Friday. 
“We’re working hard to win it,” 
Women’s Interim Soccer Coach Juan de 
Dios Garcia said when asked about the 
RRAC Tournament.
under par.
“The guys played extremely well,” UTB 
Golf Coach Daniel Hayden said. “They had a 
rough first round but came back with a great 
round two and round three for the actual 
tournament to finish in about the middle of 
the pack, so it wasn’t too bad of an event.”
The team closed with a final score of 
920 and finished 56 shots above par. Eric 
Cavazos led UTB, finishing with a tie for 
27th place with a score of 228. Saad Milan 
finished at 32nd with a score of 230 and 
Michael Fasci in 37th place with a score of 
233. 
This was the last meet for the men this fall 
season. 
“I got a great group of guys and girls that 
I’m actually working with,” Hayden said. 
“I’m very blessed to have them as players 
and I definitely look forward to a fantastic 
spring.”
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Club Spotlight
Name: Institute of Managerial 
Accountants 
Purpose: To create a vibrant 
organizational community that will 
provide students with the necessary tools 
to compete effectively in the professional 
business community through programs 
that create education and networking 
opportunities, community and university 
involvement and build a framework of 
highly ethical behavior.
President: Tanya N. Thirlwall




Directors: Francisco Barreda and Nora 
Caballero 
Advisers: Associate Professor Mary 
Jane Sauceda and Lecturer Marion Ayala
Activities: Fall and spring business 
lecture series (open to the public), spring 
leadership workshops and QuickBooks 
seminar 
Meetings: 4:30 to 5:30 p.m. Tuesdays 
in Main Building 1.422 
Membership requirements: 
Business students,  but open to all
For more information: e-mail 
imascutb@gmail.com 
--Compiled by Monica Gudiño
Alex RodRiguez/Collegian
Members of the Institute of Managerial Accountants include (front row, from left) Francisco Barreda, Sergio Salazar, Fei Cao, Omar Garcia, Hector 
Cardoza, Jesus Manuel Cavazos and Julio Ramos. Middle row: Elvia Lozoya, Laura Ham, Ariana Sanchez, Nora Caballero, Abigail Soto and Ida 
Bonilla. Back row: Ruby Cardoza, Iliana Ensignia, Diana Landeros, Tanya Thirlwall and JoAnna Barraza.
IF YOU WOULD LIKE FOR YOUR CLUB TO BE FEATURED 
send an e-mail to
www.utbcollegian@utb.edu
